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The UNFCCC website is your go-to place to find information relevant to the UN climate negotiations, decisions,

agendas, etc. However, it can be particularly difficult to navigate. We recommend that you familiarise yourself with the

website before engaging in UNFCCC work. In this brief, we will first guide you on how to find documents, decisions

and draft decisions on the website, and then we will examine how the agenda works. This document is also hyperlinked

to make it easy for you to navigate.

Non-official documents serve to complement the
official documents with context, insights, or
stakeholder engagement. These include among
others: 

Briefing notes are developed by various UNFCCC

institutions to provide introductory information on

topics.

Intersessional documents include all non-official

documents shared between sessions, including

submissions to calls for inputs, summary notes,

concept notes for workshops, etc.

Non-official session documents are documents

shared during the UNFCCC sessions that are not

part of the formal decision-making process but are

critical in supporting this process. These include

daily programmes, submissions by Parties and

relevant stakeholders, draft negotiating texts, etc.

Statements and speeches are written records of

speeches delivered by officials or representatives

during UNFCCC sessions.

Official documents are those most important to the
decision-making process. These include: 

Pre-session documents are prepared in advance of

meetings, with the main goal of informing

participants and supporting their work. Among

these, there are progress reports, agendas, etc.

Meeting documents are created during sessions to

guide discussions and reflect agreements. Among

these, there are draft conclusions (outcomes of the

meetings of the subsidiary bodies) and draft

decisions (outcomes of the COP).

Post session documents are developed after the

sessions to accurately reflect discussions and

decisions. These include session reports, and

meeting reports.

https://unfccc.int/
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Finding a document: 

Step 1: To find a document, such as a COP

decision, on the UNFCCC website, start by

clicking on the ‘Documents and decisions’ section

in the navigation menu. Then, click on the

‘decisions’ sub-page where you’ll find a list of all

decisions that have been taken at the UNFCCC

negotiations (COP, CMA, CMP).

Step 2: To find a particular decision you are

interested in, use the ‘filters’ button and select the

body (COP, CMA, CMP) required. There is also

the option to search based on the Conference at

which the Decision was adopted, or the session

during which it was adopted. (eg. UN Climate

Change Conference – United Arab Emirates

Nov/dec 2023 or COP 28).

Step 2: Use the ‘filters’ to reduce the number of

results by topic, category, type, country, body,

conference, session or year. For draft decisions,

select ‘draft decisions’ in the ‘type’ filter. Then

narrow down the results via the ‘session’ filter. For

draft negotiating texts, select ‘draft negotiating

texts’ in the filters and narrow down your search

by selecting a ‘topic’.

Finding a draft decision:  

Step 1: To find a draft decision text, follow similar

steps: Go to the ‘documents and decisions’

section in the navigation-menu. From here, click

on the ‘documents’ sub-page. Once this has

opened, a vast repository of documents from the

negotiations will appear (including both official

and non-official documents).
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/CP/-  COP documents 

/KP/CMP/-  CMP documents 

/PA/CMA/-  CMA documents 

/SBI/-  SBI documents 

/SBSTA/-  SBSTA documents 

/APA/- 
Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris

Agreement documents 

/TP/- 
Technical papers not associated with

one particular body 

Document symbols:  
 

All official UNFCCC documents have a unique

symbol which you can find on the top-right of the

page. All language versions of a document have

the same symbol. Knowing each component of

the symbol is useful to determine if you are

looking at the right document:

The symbols include the relevant body, year and

number eg. FCCC/CP/2023/11

The first component indicates the organ to which

the document is submitted to or that is issuing the

document. All symbols begin with ‘FCCC’.

The second or third components indicate bodies.

(As shown in the table on the right)

The final component of the symbol indicates the
modifications done to the original text. 

Common symbols also include eg.

FCCC/SBI/2024/INF.10 (Shown in table below)

-/INF/-  Information notes, such as a synthesis of submissions 

-/MISC/-  Miscellaneous documents such as compilations of submissions 

-/Add.  Addendums (often as part of a report) 

-/Amend. 
Amendment (alteration, by decision of a competent authority, of a portion of an
adopted formal text 

-/Corr.  Corrigendum (which may not apply to all language versions) 

Revision (replaces texts previously issued)  Revision (replaces texts previously issued) 

-/CRP/-  Used for ‘Conference Room Papers’ – a document parties agree to use.  

-/DD/- or -/DT/- 
Used for draft documents. Usually followed by a number indicating the version of
the draft document. 

-/L. 
Used for draft decision or conclusion, that will be forwarded to the plenary for
adoption.  

-/Summary  Summarized version of a document  

-/-*  Reissuance of a document for technical reasons   
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Finding the Agenda:  
 
The UNFCCC website is updated prior to each

session to feature the upcoming meeting (SBs, or

COP), this is a useful page for updates prior to the

meetings.

Step 1: To access the agenda of the upcoming or

ongoing meeting you can click on the name of the

session (eg. SB 62) in the navigation-menu of the

UNFCCC website. This will open the session page,

in which you will find updates from the

negotiations and access to useful information for

participants, documents, schedules & public

webcast and the news & media section.

Step 2: To access the agenda, once you are on the

session page, click on the ‘sessions & documents’ in the

session page navigation-menu, and select the

appropriate session on the left side of the page (COP 29,

CMA 6, CMP 19). Once open, you will find the agenda of

the session contained in a banner for each agenda item.

When clicking on each banner (eg. In 2024, SBI agenda item

10. Matters relating to capacity-building) the banner will

open up with information on who the relevant UNFCCC

contact is, along with the status of the agenda item, and the

in-session documents used for this agenda item (eg.

FCCC/SBI/2024/L.13 Annual technical progress report of the

PCCB for 2024. Recommendation of the SBI).

NB. If you are looking for previous sessions,

first click on ‘process and meetings’ in the

navigation menu, then click on

‘conferences’ in the drop-down menu. On

this page, click on ‘Past conferences

overview’ on the right-hand side of the

webpage. Once on this page, select the

conference you are interested in.
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