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Summary of research and systematic observation negotiation stream 
  
IMPORTANT: Legal Response International (LRI) acts as an intermediary in obtaining legal advice from 
third parties on the query you have raised. That advice is provided to LRI but we are able to share it 
with you. The third-party advisers have accepted certain duties to LRI but have not and do not accept 
any duty to you. LRI itself does not and cannot provide legal advice. As a consequence, LRI takes no 
responsibility for the content of any advice that it forwards, nor does it accept any responsibility for any 
delay either in obtaining or sending copies to you of the advice it receives. 
  
In forwarding the advice to you, LRI does not intend to create a lawyer-client relationship with you and 
to the extent permitted by law, any liability of LRI to you (including in negligence or for any damages 
of any kind) is excluded. Any dispute between you and LRI shall be governed by English Law, and the 
English Courts will have exclusive jurisdiction. In consideration of LRI sharing the advice with you, you 
agree to the terms set out above. 
 
This advice is provided in response to Query 20/24 

 
Query: 
 Please provide a summary of the research and systematic observation negotiation stream. 
 
Result: 

1. Background 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) calls on Parties to promote 
and cooperate in research, systematic observation and the development of archives, including through 
exchange of information, supporting and developing programmes, networks and organisations, and 
taking into account the needs and concerns, and building the capacity, of developing countries (Article 
4.1(g) and 5).  

Parties to the UNFCCC report on research and systematic observation to the secretariat through their 
National Communications. 

The Paris Agreement preamble also recognises the need for an effective and progressive response to 
the urgent threat of climate change on the basis of the best available scientific knowledge. Action 
under the Agreement should be carried out in accordance with best available science (Articles 4, 7 and 
14). It further identifies the need to enhance and strengthen systematic observation, climate services 
and knowledge sharing (Article 7) and that systematic observation and early warning systems are areas 
of cooperation and facilitation to enhance understanding, action and support (Article 8).  

2. Overview of the Research and Systematic Observation workstream 

Several UNFCCC workstreams contribute findings to ensure that such best available science is available 
to inform negotiations and guide workshops, dialogues, and other events. One such workstream is the 
Research and Systematic Observation (RSO) which facilitates dialogue on the latest and best available 
science and how to support its generation.  

Parties negotiate RSO matters under the SBSTA, with research usually considered at the first sessional 
period of the year (June) and systematic observation at the second sessional period 
(November/December) (see FCCC/SBSTA/2012/5, paragraph 46). The RSO agenda item relates to 
efforts to promote and cooperate in research, systematic observation and the development of data 
archives. This includes two annual forums and other efforts to strengthen the science-policy interface. 

The SBSTA also mandates the UNFCCC secretariat to organise two annual forums to exchange 
information for supporting work on research and systematic observation, the research dialogue and 
the Earth Information Day, which coincide with the first and second sessional periods respectively. 

https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2012/sbsta/eng/05.pdf
https://unfccc.int/topics/science/events-meetings/research-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/topics/science/events-meetings/earth-information-day


Produced by LRI                                                                                         7 June 2024 
 

Page 2 of 3 

 

3. Recent RSO negotiations:  

A. Dubai 

In Dubai, in 2023, RSO discussions considered updates from Global Climate Observing System and 
World Meteorological Organization, a report from the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites and 
the Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites, a report from Earth Information Day 2022 and 
Earth Information Day 2023. 

Parties debated whether calling 2023 the hottest year on record is speculative, whether to “note” or 
“welcome” the Global Greenhouse Gas Watch initiative, and whether to highlight the initiative and 
prioritization of the Early Warnings for All initiative, among other outcomes.  

In its closing plenary on 6 December, the SBSTA adopted conclusions and forwarded draft decisions to 
the COP and CMA, which the bodies later adopted. 

In its conclusions (FCCC/SBSTA/2023/L.10), the SBSTA, among others:  

• recognizes the vital importance of robust Earth observation systems and related long-term 
data records; 

• expresses alarm about 2023 on track to be the warmest individual year on record; 

• recognizes the need to address data gaps, including in the atmosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, ocean and coastal regions, tropical forests, desert and mountain regions; 

• notes the continued efforts of the Systematic Observations Financing Facility; 

• notes the new Global Greenhouse Gas Watch initiative; 

• emphasizes urgent need to deliver Early Warnings for All; and 

• invites parties and relevant organizations to submit views on possible themes for and ways to 
organize Earth Information Day 2024, to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 61 (November 
2024), by 31 August 2024.  

In their respective decisions, the COP (FCCC/SBSTA/2023/L.7/Add.1) and the CMA 
(FCCC/SBSTA/2023/L.7/Add.2), among others: 

• recognize AR6 represents a more comprehensive and robust assessment of climate change than 
AR5, with an increased scope, compared with previous assessment cycles, providing integrated 
scientific, technical and socio-economic information;1 and 

• encourage the scientific community to continue expanding the scientific knowledge base on 
climate change and addressing knowledge gaps with a view to supporting the AR7 cycle. 

 

B. Sharm el Sheikh  

On 12 November, the SBSTA adopted conclusions and forwarded a draft decision for consideration and 
adoption by the COP. 

In its conclusions (FCCC/SBSTA/ 2022/L.20), the SBSTA, among others, invites parties and relevant 
organizations to submit, via the submission portal by 31 August 2023, views on possible themes for 
and ways to organize Earth Information Day 2023, to be held in conjunction with SBSTA 59. 

https://enb.iisd.org/united-arab-emirates-climate-change-conference-cop28-daily-report-6dec2023
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbsta2023_L10_adv.pdf
https://unfccc.int/documents/629506
https://unfccc.int/documents/630157
https://enb.iisd.org/sharm-el-sheikh-climate-change-conference-cop27-daily-report-12nov2022


Produced by LRI                                                                                         7 June 2024 
 

Page 3 of 3 

In its decision (FCCC/SBSTA/2022/L.20/Add.1), the COP, among others: 

• emphasizes the need to address systematic observation gaps, particularly in developing 
countries and for ocean, mountain, desert and polar regions and the cryosphere to improve 
understanding of climate change, climate-related risks and tipping points, and adaptation 
limits and to ensure enhanced delivery of climate services and early warning systems; and 

• notes with concern the existing gaps in the global climate observing system. 

 

The IPCC’s 7th Assessment Report is expected to be released by late 2029 

 

4. Links 

• Draft conclusions of the SBSTA and decisions for adoptions by COP/CMA at the 58th session 

• Draft conclusions of the SBSTA at the 59th session 

• ENB Summary Report of the 2023 Bonn Climate Change Conference which covers progress 
made on the RSO 

• GCOS’ approach to systematic observations under the UNFCCC 

 

https://unfccc.int/event/sbsta-58?item=7
https://unfccc.int/documents/635543
https://enb.iisd.org/bonn-climate-change-conference-sbi58-sbsta58-summary
https://enb.iisd.org/bonn-climate-change-conference-sbi58-sbsta58-summary
https://gcos.wmo.int/en/about/UNFCCC
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